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On the strong insistence of Marcelin Berthelot, of Paul Appell
and Vice-Rector Liard, the public authorities made a frank and
generous gesture on this occasion. On May I3th, 1906, the
council of the Faculty of Science unanimously decided to
maintain the chair created for Pierre Curie and to confide it to
Marie, who would take the title ofchargfo de cours.

University of France

Mme Pierre Curie, Doctor of Science, chief of research work
in the Faculty of Science of the University of Paris, is charged
with a course in physics in the said faculty.

Mme Curie will receive in this capacity an annual salary of
ten thousand francs, dating from the first of May, 1906.

This was the first time that a position in French higher
education had been given to a woman.
Marie listened distractedly, almost with indifference, to her
father-in-law giving the details of the heavy mission she owed
it to herself to accept. She answered in a few syllables: "I
will try."
A phrase pronounced in other days by Pierre, a phrase which
was a moral testament, an order, came up in her memory and
formally indicated her course:
"Whatever happens, even if one has to go on like a body
without a soul, one must work just the same. . , ."
Marie's diary:
I am offered the post of successor to you, my Pierre: your
course and the direction of your laboratory. I have accepted. I
don't know whether this is good or bad. You often told me you
would have liked me to give a course at the Sorbonne. And I
would like at least to make an effort to continue your work.
Sometimes it seems to me that this is how it will be most easy
for me to live, and at other times it seems to me that I am
mad to attempt it.